
Batch File Format Translation 
Tutorial for Geomatica Demo Version 
 
1. Introduction 
 
This tutorial will walk through the process of batch file format translation of Quickbird 
data from GeoTIFF (.tif) file format to the compressed JPEG (.jpg) format.  File 
translation between over 100 geospatial data formats is made possible through PCI 
Geomatics’ exclusive Generic Database (GDB) technology. 
 
This demo tutorial is designed for use with the Geomatica demo version software.  
All data used in this tutorial is available in the /Geomatica_v91/evaldata_QB_ontario 
directory. 

 
2. Opening Modeler 
 
In this tutorial batch file translation will be completed through the PCI Modeler visual 
modeling environment. 
 
To launch PCI Modeler: 
 

a) Double-click the Geomatica desktop shortcut and click the Modeler icon on the 
Geomatica toolbar, or 

b)  Launch Modeler from your systems start menu. 
 
When Modeler is launched two windows will appear.  The first window contains the 
modeling canvas and has the title PCI Modeler, the second window contains all of the 
algorithms that are available within Modeler and has the title Module Librarian.   

 
3. Creating the File Translation Model 
 
A file translation model can be created quickly and easily using Modeler.  Create a 
file translation model using the steps below. 
 

3.1 Placing the Modules 
 
The file translation model consists of two algorithm modules– an IMPORT and an 
EXPORT module.  These modules must be placed on the canvas of the Modeler work 
area.  The illustration below shows the basic components of the Modeler interface. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 3.1: The Modeler Interface 
 

 
 
 

To place IMPORT and EXPORT modules: 

1. In the PCI Modeler window right-click in the canvas area and select Common 
Modules -> IMPORT. 

 A module outline will appear around your cursor. 

2. Left-click to place the module onto the canvas. 

The IMPORT module will appear on the Modeler canvas. 

3. Repeat steps 1 and 2.  This time select the EXPORT module and place the 
module to the right of the IMPORT module. 

 
3.2 Defining the Module Parameters 
 
With the IMPORT and EXPORT modules placed on the Modeler canvas the module 
parameters can be defined. 
 
 

 





 

 

To connect the IMPORT and EXPORT modules: 
 

1. Click on the Raster Port of the IMPORT module. 

‘In Connection Mode’ will appear in the Modeler status bar. 

2. Click on the Any Port port of the EXPORT module. 

A pipe connection will appear between the IMPORT and EXPORT modules. 

 

Figure 3.3.1:  The File Translation Model 

 

 
 
 
4. Running the Batch File Translation 

With the file translation model completed you are ready to run the batch file 
translation. 

4.1 Selecting Files for Batch Translation 

In this tutorial 3 Quickbird subset files will be batch translated from TIFF to JPEG file 
format.   

 




